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Ballarat Dinner Meetings 
are held the fourth Thursday of the month 6.30pm for 

7.00pm at The Barkly Motel, Main St., Ballarat. 
~~~~ Phone Pat Fraser on 03 5332 2995 ~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  

             PRESIDENT Lee Belcher 
 

                        
 

     From the President’s desk..... 

 
Another Zonta year begins in May with our changeover dinner 

next week. I would like to thank everyone for their contribution 

to what was a very busy and rewarding year ï and particularly 

to the club Officers (Treasurer Margaret, Secretary Stella, BAZ 

editor Sandy, Committee chairs Hilary, Pat and Val, Board 

Directors Gillian and Anne) who put in such a lot of work 

behind the scenes to enable the rest of us to enjoy our club. It 

has been wonderful to welcome so many new members but also 

sad to say farewell to four friends ï Margaret, Susan, Val and 

Samantha. But girls just remember....a Zonta function and even 

a Zonta raffle is only an email away...you can run but not hide!! 

 

 Many thanks to those courageous lasses who have taken up the 

mantle of office for our next year, and I know everyone will 

offer their full support to their Committee Chair. I have mixed 

up the Committee teams so beware!!! A change is as good as a 

holiday!!! All will be revealed at the dinner meeting. As our 

Area Director Judith Rothe cannot be with us Stella, as a past 

Area Director has offered to facilitate the Changeover 

Ceremony, and Val as Past International President will propose 

the toast to Zonta.  

 

 I would also like to congratulate Hilary, Margaret and the 

Fundraising Committee for the Trivia night at the Old Cols last 

Friday night.......speaking personally as one of the Braniac team 

it was a fun night and the best team won.......although I have 

been having Mylanta on my breakfast cereal rather than milk 

after an over-indulgence in a large box of a certain Cocoa-based 

health food........Once again the only thing that would have 

made the night even better is more support from Club members,  

with only 7 out of 20 of our members attending. I am incredibly 

disappointed at the cancellation of the Willabaa fashion show ï 

a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

again due to poor support. Look to your Induction oath ï if we 

do not hold successful fundraising activities to raise funds (and 

drag along our colleagues/families to share the financial pain) 

the only way to finance our Service projects would be from 

increasing our membership dues.  See you at the next one ï 

right?  

          As I will be away for the June and July meetings I wish 

Hilary, Stella and Val a safe and enjoyable trip to the 

Conference in San Antonio, and please all keep all fingers 

crossed that a certain Volcano settles down so we can all get 

where we are going ( and back!) safely. See you all at the 

August meeting! 

 

 Lee Belcher  

President, 

Zonta Club of Ballarat 

 
 
 

 
PR ð promotions and public relations     

A ð Advocacy and Archive  M - Membership  

 

      

 

Committee Chair ï Val Sarah 

Committee:  Eileen Anderson, Sandy Harbison,  

Anne Smail, Carolyn McMickan Helen Weadon & Carol-Lynn 

Bond 

 

The PRAM Committee welcomes two new members, 

Carol-Lynn Bond and Helen Weadon.  We hope they 

have a happy and stimulating experience, joining Eileen, 

Sandy, Anne and Val on a very active committee!  
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Sandy and Carol-Lynn have already met to discuss our 

monthly newsletter òBAZó and timely revisions to our 

website, as well as attendance for photographic record 

at our various events during the year.  

 

Eileen is taking six months leave of absence from the 

Club, but weõll be keeping in regular contact with her.  

 

Carolynõs husband Peter is now an ôHon Zonõ (Honorary 

Zontian), so dubbed for his service in going to market 

while on a recent business trip to Ghana, where he 

picked up gifts for the raffle at the May Dinner 

Meeting, to be hosted by our committee!  

 

Anne will be away from time to time this year, but will 

continue to support us as we work towards completion 

of the archive collection for the last 10 years, 2000 -

2010. 

 

During discussions at the Club Planning Meeting in 

January, we decided to find out more about women in 

our diverse community.   Weõre delighted that Talia 

Barrett will be our Guest at the May Dinner Meeting, 

speaking on her dual roles as International Student 

Adviser at the University of Ballarat and Chair of the 

Ballarat Multicultural Council, sharing her direct 

experiences with women of all ages, traditions and 

cultures.  

 

We understand that President Lee will be introducing 

prospective members to the  Club at the meeting, so 

fingers crossed!  The coming year is fra ught with 

possibilities!  

 

The May Meeting is also the Changeover Dinner.   We 

thank those who served the Club  so well last year, and 

wish the incoming Officers and Directors, and member 

of the  Nominating Committee, a lively and productive 

year ahead!  

 

Val Sarah, Chairman 

 

 

òDo not be afraid to take a big step if one is 

required.  You canõt cross a chasm in two small 

jumps.ó 

 David Lloyd George 

 
 

Tal ia Barrett, Guest Speaker at our  May 

Dinner Meeting  

 

 

BIRTHDAYS IN JUNE: 
 
Anne Smail 12th , Sandra Kennedy 23rd, Lee Belcher 

26 th  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY LADIES!  YOUôRE ALL 

ANOTHER YEAR WISER. 
 
ñMay today there be peace within. May you 

trust that you are exactly where you are 

meant to be. May you not forget the infinite 

possibilities that are born of faith in yourself 

and others. May you use the gifts that you 

have received, and pass on the love that has 

been given to you. May you be content with 

yourself just the way you are. Let this 

knowledge settle into your bones, and allow 

your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise 

and love. It is there for each and every one of 

us.ò (Unknown) 
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              Committee Chair: Pat Fraser  
 

Committee:  Judith Coull, Judy Snowden, Gillian Canavan 
Carole Norton, Helen Eyres and Leesa Myers 

 

 

YWPA 

Judith has sent information to the schools for 

YWPA and will also arrange a meeting between the 

schools.   

 

 

BIRTHING KITS 

Pat and Judith will further discuss the birthing kit 

project and what our next step should be. Stay 

tuned! 

 

 

WRD 

Gillian has tabled the minutes from the most 

recent meeting to our board. They are available for 

all to read.  Our thanks go to Gillian, who will 

continue to attend the WRD meetings as a 

representative of Zonta.  

 

 

BREAST CUSHIONS 

 

Helen and Carole have offered to help Val in any 

way with the sewing of the breast cushions if and 

when required.  Any other offers of help would be 

welcome, so please let Pat know if you can assist 

with this project.  

 

Pat Fraser 

 

ñSuccess is the good fortune that comes from 

aspiration, desperation, perspiration and 

inspirationò (Anon) 

 

 

 

 

The new members inducted at the April 

Dinner Meeting, with President Lee Belcher: 

(Left to right) Sandra Kennedy, Carol-Lynn 

Bond, Lee, Leesa Myers, Deborah Walker and 

Helen Weadon 

 

 
 

           
 

            

 

 

Chairman Hilary Pope 

Stella Coffey, Margaret Knez, Susan OôReilly, Greta Christie, 
Sandra Kennedy, Deborah Walker 

Planning for the 2011 IWD Dinner on Tuesday 8 

March continues and suggestions of high profile 

women speakers who will attract a large audience 

will be welcomed by the Committee. We are 

investigating venues where we can make this a 

major celebration and are considering the new 

hotel at Creswick, which is not only a very good 

venue, but would widen our catchment area for 

the event.  We are also looking at the possibility of 
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asking high profile Ballarat women to ñhostò tables 

so that places can be sold on the basis of a chance 

to speak with these women over dinner. 

 

We were disappointed to have to cancel the 

fashion show by Willabaa, but the numbers booked 

did not justify the hiring of St Cuthbertôs hall and 

asking business people to put in the time and 

effort needed to mount the show.   

 

However, our Trivia Night at the Old Colonists Club 

was rather more successful.  It would have been 

good if we could have filled the double room, 

rather than one area, but judging from the level of 

conversation the evening was enjoyed by those 

who attended and we should have made about 

$660 profit on the evening, which will go to our 

Birthing Kit fund for an assembly day.  Paul Taylor 

auctioned some football memorabilia, from which 

we received the profit, and the raffle was also 

popular.  Thanks are also due to some members 

and friends who made donations to our fund. 

 

When next we have a fundraising event please try 

the PayPal system through the Club website ï you 

can book places and get an instant confirmation 

and receipt for your credit card payment.  It really 

simplifies things for the organising committee as 

well as for those making a booking, and we all 

have records of booking and payment 

 

We have applied to Bunnings for a date for a 

sausage sizzle and will be looking for volunteers 

when we know the date, but it is expected to be 

several months away at the moment. 

 

The Ballarat National Theatre is also a possibility 

for a fundraising performance at their September 

production and we will advise details as soon as 

arrangements can be confirmed. 

 

To publicise our functions in May I did an interview 

with Jan Skews at Voice FM.  Janôs first effort to 

link with me failed because their switchboard 

crashed, but we were able to talk on the second 

occasion to publicise the Trivia Night and explain 

the birthing kit project and its benefits.   

 

AREA WORKSHOP 

 

Yesterday Stella and I travelled down to 

Williamstown to attend the Areas 1 and 4 

Workshop.  Unfortunately both Area Directors 

were out of action for health reasons, but 

members of the Melbourneôs West Club stepped in 

to the various roles.  We were also joined by our 

District Governor, Alison Martin. 

 

Ronda Walker and Beryl McMillan conducted a role 

play on ñZonta International ï the Organisationò 

during which some of us were tapped on the 

shoulder to play roles on the ZI and ZIF Boards. 

 

A very interesting presentation during the morning 

was by Kate and Jemima of the Firefoxes, who 

spoke about the great work they have done to 

assist women in the Kinglake area as they recover 

from Black Saturday.  Have a look at their 

website:  www.firefoxes.org.au  

 

Zoe Warne of August Creative Services spoke 

about Twitter and Facebook (and their relations) 

for those not familiar with these internet tools.  

There were some puzzled looks and very wide 

eyes during this presentation, but Zoe certainly 

cleared up some questions many Zontians have 

about such sites. 

 

As always there were training sessions after lunch 

for the various Club officers, though my session for 

Treasurers was cancelled because of only two 

registrations (and I think the second one might 

have been the District Treasurer), so I sat in on 

the Membership and PR session run by Beryl 

McMillan. 

 

Afternoon tea was followed by a Zonta Q&A 

session with a panel to answer the questions in a 

lively session. 

 

The final presentation was a presentation on the 

ñZADSò Project of the Melton Club, who brought us 

up to date and indicated their plans to take the 

project to a wider area and possibly put it to next 

District Conference as a project to be run on 

similar lines to the birthing kits. 

 

The wrap up included the drawing of the raffle ï a 

great range of prizes, though I came away empty-

handed, and I donôt know what Stella chose. 

 

After clearing up I dropped Stella at the station to 

return to Ballarat, while I joined about 15 others 

for dinner at the Prince Alfred Hotel (familiar to 

Past Presidents as a venue for our meetings in 

recent years).   

 

All in all it was a busy, but very interesting day 

and I was quite happy to have an early night when 

I got to the CWA Club. 

 

Hopefully we can get a few more members to 

attend next year.  Do look out for information on 

the day ï it is not only great to extend our 

knowledge of Zonta, but a social opportunity to 

get to know Zontians from other Clubs. 

 

Hilary M Pope 

Chairman, IWD/Fundraising Committee 

http://www.firefoxes.org.au/
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

27 May Dinner meeting ï Changeover 

(PRAM Committee to host). 

10 June Board meeting 

17 June Dinner meeting.  Note: Earlier date 

to allow discuss of papers for 

consideration at Convention and a 

motion giving voting instructions to 

the Delegate.   

25-30 June Zonta International Convention 

(San Antonio).   

8 July Board meeting 

22 July Club Dinner and social night 

5 August Board meeting 

26 August Dinner meeting 

9 September Board meeting 

23 September Dinner meeting 

24 September Possible BNT Theatre evening 

9 October Womenôs Health Forum  

14 October Board meeting 

28 October Dinner meeting 

11 November Board meeting 
25 November     White Ribbon Day No Dinner Meeting 

2 December       Christmas Dinner Meeting 

 

ON THE DRAWING BOARD!  Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings 

 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 


