
BAZ- Ballarat Zonta            June 2017 Page 1 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 

 

Our Dinner Meetings 
are held the fourth Thursday of the month 

6.30 pm for 7.00 pm at 
 Barkly’s Restaurant, Corner Barkly Street  

& Main Road, Bakery Hill. 
Our next meeting will be 27th July 2017 

Phone Hilary Pope on 0411 402 557 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

PRESIDENT Catherine Taylor 
 

 
 

 

Dear Zontians, 
 

What an enjoyable month! 
 

First, there was Building Better Boards!  This started 
with a Past Presidents Group Meeting and among 
many other topics, there was an update on the District 
23 Conference, which promises to be very exciting.  In 
the afternoon, there was training for Presidents, 
Secretaries, Treasurers, Committee Chairs and 
Nominating Committees.  I sat in on the Nominating 
Committee session, which was taken by Zonta 
International Nominating Committee Vice Chairman, 
Ann Horrocks, which was very informative and I 
learned some valuable information.    
 

The following day, Val Sarah and I attended the 20th 
Anniversary of the Zonta Club of Melton with High Tea 
at Eynesbury Homestead.  Lieutenant Governor,  
 
 
 
 

 
Jane Adornetto and Area 4 Director, Lyn Symons, 
attended as well as current and past members, 
Charter members and friends.  The Zonta Club of 
Ballarat, under the auspices of Pat Fraser, helped 
charter the Melton Club and there was a lot of 
affection in the room for Pat. 
 

We also assembled forty Toiletry Bags for Berry Street, 
which was fun.  My thanks to Val Sarah, Helen Eyres 
and Maria Sozanski for their time and help and to all 
members for their contributions. 
 

Last Thursday, several members and friends attended 
the Gold Museum for Dr Blake’s Ballarat.  This is an 
excellent exhibition and the Curator’s Floor Talk was 
conducted by Michelle Smith from the Gold Museum.  
It was very informative and everyone who attends, will 
walk away knowing more about Ballarat’s history.       
 

The District 23 Conference is a little over ten weeks 
away, yes, I am down to counting weeks now and not 
months.  Planning is well underway with speakers 
being confirmed and everything else coming together.  
Registrations are being looked after by the Zonta Club 
of Melbourne’s West, Credentials by the Zonta Club of 
Bendigo and Elections by our Club.   
 

If you are able to attend, it will be an invaluable 
experience and we need as many people as possible 
to assist on the Saturday morning.  Information about 
Registering for the Conference should be out soon 
with 20% discount for first time attendees.  
Accommodation information has already been sent out 
and if you become a member of the Rydges Hotel 
Group, there are discounts available depending on the 
number of nights you are staying.   
 

It would be great to see as many of our members 
there as possible! 
 

Yours in Zonta 
Catherine  
 

 

 
 

NOVEMBER 2015 
      
                    Area 4 District 23
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BIRTHING KIT ASSEMBLY DAY 
 

Saturday 24th June  
 1.30 to 4.30 p.m. 

Mount Clear Primary School 
1206 Geelong Road, Canadian 

 

 
 

An assembly day in progress 
 

Since inception 1.5 million birthing kits have been 
delivered to some of the poorest women in Asia, Africa 
and the Pacific.  Over 8,000 women have received 
training in basic health, hygiene and safe birth 
practices.   
 
Hundreds of Assembly Days have been held by 
Zontians and other community groups.  Zonta is still 
the backbone of the project, with its huge 
commitment via Assembly Days and fundraising.  
 
We have 400 birthing kits to assemble and we need 
as many hands-on-deck as possible please!  The soaps 
are cut to the required weight and the string is also 
ready, this should make our assembly easier.  
 
Come and enjoy a great afternoon, knowing you are 
contributing to and supporting a very worthy project.  
 
We are very lucky that giving birth here in Australia is 
generally a clean and safe experience and one we 
have come to expect.  
 
Afternoon tea will be provided.  Can you please let me 
know if you can attend? 
 
Catherine Taylor        
 

A Breast Cushion 
‘Thank you’ 

 
Hi 
 
I have just recently been discharged from hospital 
after having had a R) mastectomy.  
 
I originally had breast cancer in my L) breast 11 and 
a half years ago and found then the enormous 
comfort and support the breast pillow gave. 
 
I received another one on this admission and I would 
like to take the time to thank you all for all that you 
do for women who have had breast surgery. It is so 
comfortable and helps with support and pain whilst I 
am sleeping.  
 
They are made with love and care and although you 
may never meet the women who receive I just 
wanted to let you know how grateful I am to you and 
your group Zonta. 
 
Keep up the amazing great work. 
 
Thank you  
 
Regards 
 
Jenny   

____________________ 
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The production line ready to go 

 

 

Our forty completed bags 
 

 
 
Miffy McDonald and Emily Jaeschke from Berry Street receiving 

the Toiletry Bags from Catherine Taylor and Helen Eyres 

 

TOILETRY BAG ASSEMBLY DAY 
 

Recently, Val Sarah, Helen Eyres and Maria Sozanski 
assisted with the assembly of forty toiletry bags for 
Berry Street.  The bags consisted of a face washer, 
comb, tooth brush, tooth paste, dental floss, pack of 
tissues, body wash, body lotion, hair shampoo and 
conditioner and a shower cap.  Once all the items were 
assembled, it took next to no-time to place these items 
into bags.   
 

Once the bags were complete and packed, we enjoyed 
a lovely piece of carrot cake and a coffee. 
 

A huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who contributed all the 
items and to Val, Helen and Maria for their time 
putting the bags together. 
 
These bags were delivered to Miffy McDonald and 
Emily Jaeschke at Berry Street by Helen Eyres and 
myself.  They said how helpful these bags were and 
thanked our Club for its generous donation to Berry 
Street.  
 
Catherine Taylor  
 

 
 

Maria, Helen and Val pleased with their afternoon’s work! 
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The Gold Museum at night 
 

 
 

Dr Blake’s office with curator, Michelle Smith 
 

  
 

 
Chris and Peta Simpson from Frankston 

 
 
 

 
 
 

This is the blue suit Jean wore when she left to go to Adelaide 
 
 

 
 
 

Donna Campbell looking at a map of our city centre with  
Lake Wendouree featuring prominently 

 
 

Dr Blake’s Ballarat 
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An Evening Date with 
the fabulous Dr. Blake! 

 
‘Dr. Blake’s Ballarat’ Exhibition  

at the Gold Museum 
 
On Thursday evening 15th June 2017, eight very 
fortunate people had an exclusive viewing of the 
popular, famous and well-loved Dr Blake television 
series exhibition, currently showing in Ballarat at the 
Gold Museum.  Our host and guide was the hard-
working, talented curator Michelle Smith, who so 
generously gave of her time to Ballarat Zontians -  
President Catherine Taylor, Donna Campbell, Jenny 
Debney and Val Sarah, and their guests, Alison Croft, 
Margaret Liston, and Peta and Christopher Simpson 
from Frankston. 
 
Michelle described at some length the challenges of 
working with other artists like a film crew, costume 
and make – up artists, set designers and technicians 
who had not ‘staged’ a show in a museum before. She 
acknowledged that there had been challenges on both 
sides, and was full of praise at how successfully her 
own staff had risen to the challenge.  She 
acknowledged the positive relationships that had been 
created between the production staff of the series and 
the professional museum staff. 
 
It was all make believe for the visitors! They delighted 
in the display costumes of the period (1959-1961), 
with lots of cries of, “Oh I love that!” and “I wish I 
could fit into that!”  When they entered Dr Blake’s 
sitting room there were more cries of delight.  The 
attention to detail regarding the authenticity of the 
furniture, the pictures on the walls, and the props was 
amazing …(most of them had been glued down!).  The 
attention to detail has been scrupulous, indeed, it was 
just like going back in time. 
 
A short eighteen-minute film accompanied the 
exhibition in the comfortable theatrette.  The first five 
Dr Blake series have been produced by December 
Media (Tony Wright and George Adams). A telefilm is 
reputedly in production this year so we will see the 
handsome Craig McLachlan in the lead role of Dr 
Lucien Blake again.  His many fans, both nationally 
and overseas will not be disappointed. However, it is 
what the guests learned about Ballarat that was so  

 
 
 
 
 

important.  The Victorian architecture, so often taken 
for granted, and the overcast winter skies, are just 
perfect settings for a period murder mystery series.  
The production team prefer to film in winter because  
the lighting and the scenery are just perfect for their 
needs.  They can be certain that a warm welcome will 
continue to greet them in Ballarat.  Perhaps, just 
perhaps, Ballarat could become another Midsomer 
village and the murders could continue to the delight 
of the population! 
 
The exhibition runs until 3 September 2017 at the Gold 
Museum, Ballarat. 
www.sovereignhill.com.au 
 
Jenny Debney 
 

 
 

Val Sarah beside a cut out of Dr Blake 

Dr Blake’s Ballarat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sovereignhill.com.au/
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Jenny Debney and Val Sarah sitting in Dr Blake’s living room 
 

 
 

Curator Michelle Smith and Donna Campbell showing another 
view of the living room 

 

 
 
 
 

This photo was taken in the theatrette, 
with George Adams on the left  

and Lydiard Street North in full production. 
 

George Adams was here in Ballarat on other business,  
and as he walked up Lydiard Street North,  

he noticed all our magnificent buildings and this is  
when the concept of Dr Blake was born. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

How many of us can remember rabbit ears on our televisions? 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Left is Margaret Liston, Chris Simpson, Peta Simpson, Val Sarah, 
Jenny Debney and Donna Campbell beside Dr Blake 

In front are Alison and Catherine Taylor 
  

Dr Blake’s Ballarat 



BAZ- Ballarat Zonta            June 2017 Page 7 
  

BUILDING BETTER BOARDS 
 

 
 

Hilary Pope 
 

The 2017 session of Building Better Boards was 
presented by the Past Presidents Group on Saturday 
3rd June at Soroptimist House, following a meeting of 
the Past Presidents Group. 
 
President Catherine Taylor, Secretary Maureen 
Menhennet, Treasurer Stella Coffey (who conducted 
the Secretaries’ session) and I travelled down, 
accompanied by Area Director, Lyn Symons. 
 
This year the afternoon was split into sessions for 
Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurers, Nominating 
Committees and Committee Chairs.  Catherine 
attended the Nominating Committee session and 
Maureen the Secretaries’ group, which was conducted 
by Stella, while I (as PPG Secretary) was floating in 
case of problems, or help needed from the PPG. 
 
The afternoon ended with afternoon tea and there was 
much talk over matters Zonta.  I think everybody 
benefitted from their sessions and those new to 
positions found them very helpful. 
 
Hilary Pope 
Director 
 

 
 

Treasurers with District 23 Treasurer, Trish McLean 

 
 

Secretaries with Stella Coffey and Maureen Menhennet  
with her back to the camera 

 

 
 

Presidents’ session with Area Directors, Lyn Symons  
and Jasmine Koch 

 

 
 

Nominating Committees with District 23  
Nominating Committee Chair Ann Horrocks 

 
 

 
 

Committee Chairs with Kay Stewart 
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The Zonta Club of Melton 
Celebrates 20th years of  

Community Service 
with High Tea 

 

 
 

Members and guests starting to take their place at the tables 

 

 
 

Club members wearing their yellow scarves with  
Club President Dawn Clarke and Jane Adornetto 

 
 

Past International President Val Sarah, Area 4 Director  
Lyn Symons and Lieutenant Governor Jane Adornetto 

 

 
 

Certificates were presented to all members 
Pictured is Jane Adornetto holding the certificates and  
Bianca Heaney receiving her certificate from Val Sarah 

 

 
 

 
Everyone was given a cupcake and tissue cover in Zonta colours 

made by the fabulous Marg Hinks 
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Early in June Val Sarah and I attended a High Tea at 
Eynesbury Homestead, Eynesbury, to celebrate 20 
years of community service by the Zonta Club of 
Melton.   
 
Many people came to help Members celebrate!  
District 23 Lieutenant Governor, Jane Adornetto, read 
a message of congratulations from Governor, Judy 
Gorton.  Area Directors Lyn Symons and Jasmine Koch 
attended with charter members Bianca Heaney, Marg 
Hinks and Judy Carter.  Current Club members all wore 
yellow scarves so everyone knew who they were. 
 
Their Club was chartered on 24th May 1997, with Pat 
Fraser and the Zonta Club of Ballarat assisting to 
charter this new club.  Pat is affectionately known as 
the ‘Mother’ of the Melton Club and there was a lot of 
love in the room for her.  
 
Over the years, their Club has donated to many Zonta 
International Projects and attended many 
conventions, conferences and Area 4 workshops.  On 
a local level their Club has raised $168,000 in these 
twenty years.  Some of their projects include; Fashion 
parades, Gift wrapping, Red Cross Calling, Endeavour 
Awards, Calling Kids Project, In my shoes, Tick 
project, Zonta Against Drink Spiking and others. 
 
Their Club has made 900 Breast Cushions and 
assembled 12,000 birthing kits.  Currently, they are in 
the process of establishing a Z Club. 
   
The table settings were beautiful with the Zonta 
colours of burgundy and gold being very prominent.  
Gold and white balloons were strategically placed 
around the room.  The champagne on arrival was 
lovely and the food was delicious and plentiful.  
Everyone went home with a cupcake and a tissue 
cover in Zonta colours.  
 
Pat Fraser won one of the raffles and it was a 
wonderful way to enjoy a Sunday afternoon. 
 
Catherine Taylor 
 

 
Members enjoying themselves 

 
 

The food was beautiful  
 

 
 

A ‘thank you’ card for Pat was signed by everyone, this was 
presented to Pat by Val Sarah and Catherine Taylor.  Pat was 

delighted with this and on the left, partly obscured, is the raffle 
prize which Pat won, it is a cushion in Zonta colours. 
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ZONTIANS AT WORK IN  

OUR COMMUNITY 
 

As Zontians, we invest and are involved in the future 
of our community:  we care.  
 
I thought you might be interested in figures released 
this month from The Ballarat Foundation, focused on 
four identified areas of need – early childhood, youth, 
housing and food security -   
and I quote 
 

• 1 in 5 children are starting school without the 

basic tools needed to succeed. 

• Our youth unemployment rate is 10.8%, and 

18% of our workforce is underemployed. 

• A recent register of people seeking assistance 

for homelessness or risk of homelessness 

included nearly 2,500 people.  704 of these 
were children under 16 years of age. 

• Up to 5,600 Ballarat residents have recently 

experienced food insecurity. The number of 

people accessing emergency food relief 

programs is constantly increasing 

 

 
 

Stella Coffey and Peter Caligari with donated goods 
during a recent Christmas in July Appeal 

 
We have always strongly supported the Christmas in 
July Appeal with non-perishable foodstuffs and warm 
clothing and know from our conversations with Peter 
Caligari that ‘every little helps’.  I’m sure that our 
members are putting things aside for this year’s 
Appeal, which is already underway. 
 
 

 
 
Speaking of The Ballarat Foundation, you may not 
know much about it.   Like Zonta, it works quietly 
behind the scenes. 
 
It was established by the Board of United Way Ballarat 
in 2001 and other like-minded citizens.  Its boundary 
includes the Ararat Rural City, Pyrenees Shire, the 
Hepburn Shire, the Moorabool Shire, and the western 
half of the Golden Plains Shire as well as the City of 
Ballarat.   It addresses the needs of the Ballarat region 
which are not being met through other funding 
sources, and works hand in glove with United Way 
Ballarat. 
 
How does it work?   It reminds me of our Zonta 
International Centennial Endowment Fund.  
  
Donations to The Ballarat Foundation are retained as 
capital by the Foundation to build a perpetual and 
substantial fund for philanthropic purposes, with the 
income from this capital used to make local 
community grants.   
 
 

 
 
 
In similar fashion the Centennial Endowment Fund 
retains the capital investment from donations by 
Zontians worldwide, and only spends the interest from 
the investment to ensure support for our international 
programs and projects into the future. 
 
As a Club, we have already contributed to this 
Campaign.    So this is testament to our Zontians at 
work in both local and global communities! 
 

VAL SARAH 
Ambassador, The Ballarat Foundation and United 
Way Ballarat      info@ballaratfoundation.org.au 
 
Member, ZI Centennial Anniversary Endowment 
Campaign Committee                    www.zonta.org 
 

mailto:info@ballaratfoundation.org.au
http://www.zonta.org/
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A Big ZIF Thank you 
 

Dear members of Zonta Club of Ballarat, 
 

(Catherine, I expect you are no longer President, 
could you please forward this email to the new 
person). 
 

As the D23 ZI Foundation Ambassador it is my 
pleasure and duty to congratulate you on your 
donation to the Foundation during this biennium to 
support ZI projects and awards with funds of $550 
on 4 October 2016.  
 

The commitments that ZI Foundation has made on 
behalf of clubs around the world is yet to be met and 
further donations will be important to achieve our 
goals.  Hoping that you are showing/highlighting 
some of the ZI projects during your club meetings 
and that this will encourage club members to make 
further donations during the biennium.  Have you 
seen the new great little Youtube videos of project 
updates in Madagascar, Nepal and Niger on the ZI 
website? 
 

Your contribution is valued as I recognise that every 
dollar you have forwarded represents three dollars 
that your club has earned through fundraising 
efforts. 
 
If the information I have provided you is not correct 
please contact me and Treasurer Trish McLean asap 
so that any errors may be amended quickly. 
 

Kind regards, Erica. 
 
Erica Majba 
Member Zonta Club Adelaide 

D23 Foundation Ambassador 2016-18 
Immediate past D23 Governor  

 

I responded to Erica telling her that I had just 
commenced my second year as President and would 
check to see if the information was correct.  Here is 
her response - 
 

Dear club members of Ballarat, 
 

I have just received an update from D23 Treasurer 
Trish showing your recent donation of $800 sent to 
ZIF on 31 May 2017. 
 

Additional congratulations to you all for your 
generosity to support our international projects. 
 

Cheers, Erica. 

DIARY DATES 
 
June 22 Dinner meeting 
June 24 ZC Bendigo film “Don’t Tell” 
June 24 Birthing kit assembly afternoon 
July 13 Board meeting 
July 27 Dinner meeting (Christmas in 

July collection) 
August 10 Board meeting 
August 24 Dinner for Young Women in 

Public Affairs 
September 1 – 3 D23 Conference, Geelong 
September 14 Board meeting 
September 28 Dinner meeting 
 

____________________ 
 

BIRTHDAYS FOR JULY 
 

 
 

Congratulations to  
Jenny Debney, who is celebrating  

on the 3rd July,  
Catherine Taylor on the 4th July and 

Helen Eyres on the 15th July 
 

Another candle on the cake to be worn 
 like a badge of honour! 

 
_____________________ 

 
 

11 July 2017 

World Population Day 

 
World Population Day, established in 1989, is a day 
to focus attention on the urgency and importance 
of population issues, such as the importance of 

family planning, gender equality, poverty, maternal 
health and human rights. 

 
World Population Day was inspired by public interest 
in Five Billion Day on 11 July 1987, the approximate 

date on which the world's population reached 5 
billion people. 
www.zonta.org 

https://membership.zonta.org/Dashboard/Calendar/Details/world-population-day
http://www.zonta.org/
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The New Board Members after their swearing in  
From left are Hilary Pope, Director; Donna Campbell,  

Vice President; Maureen Menhennet, Secretary; 
Stella Coffey, Treasurer; Catherine Taylor, President and  

Area 4 Director Lyn Symons 

 

 
 

Val Sarah introducing Jenny Debney as a 
 new member to our Club 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Catherine Taylor, Jenny Debney and Lyn Symons after Jenny’s 
induction as our newest member 

 
 

 
 

Jenny Debney, Val Sarah, Lyn Symons and 
 Catherine Taylor pondering something serious 

 

 
 

Donna Campbell and Maureen Menhennet  
deep in discussion 

Changeover Dinner Photos 


