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Our Dinner Meetings 

are held the fourth Thursday of the month 
6.30 pm for 7.00 pm at 

Barkly’s Restaurant, Corner Barkly Street 

& Main Road, Bakery Hill. 
Our next meeting will be 24th October 2019 

Phone Maureen on 0408 346 596 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

PRESIDENT Donna Campbell 
 

 
 

 

Dear Zontians, 
 
I am always amazed at what we accomplish 

within our club.  Members quietly go about doing 
their different tasks and we all bring different 
skills, which ensure we achieve our goals and are 

always looking after each other.  Personally, I 
think it is wonderful how we bounce ideas off 
each other, all with the aim of improving the 

rights of women throughout our area.  As 
President, I know that I will always receive an 
honest answer and members will go away and 

come back with approaches that best suit the 
running of our club. 

 
Our Young Women in Public Affairs Award Dinner 
was once again a huge success and from the 

chatter and warmth in the room all present  
enjoyed themselves.  Our five finalists showed  

 
what worthy young women they were and it  
was wonderful to see how proud their families, 

teachers and friends were of them.  Our winner 
for this year, Brianna Barlett, from Christian 
College, is as I write, in Nepal working with 

disadvantaged children.  Our guest speaker, 
Deruka Dekuek, touched the hearts of all present 
when she shared her life’s journey.  The Bendigo 

Bank also presented us with $500.00 to help 
support our fundraising.  A very big thank you for 
your ongoing support!  The raffle for the evening 

was to support the making of Birthing Kits with 
each ticket being the cost of a kit.  Val Sarah 

presented an overview of how we came to be 
supporting this activity accompanied by a short 
video and I am quite sure this contributed to the 

wonderful response.  From that evening we have 
also had two enquiries about membership. 
 

We will be holding our annual Birthing Kit 
Assembly Afternoon on Saturday the 19th 
October.  I have been liaising with Adam Heath, 

the Principal of Ballarat Grammar School and we 
are setting up a system whereby we will be 
working with senior girls /boys to promote both 

Zonta ideals and programs but also introducing 
them to ways they may help others.  Venue at the 
school will be released soon. 

 
District Conference, oh how disappointed I was 
that due to not being well I was unable to attend 

this wonderful occasion.  Maureen, Val and 
Catherine all came back with wonderful stories to 

share and I look forward to reading about them 
in this edition. A very proud moment for our club 
when Area 4 Director and club member Catherine 

carried in the flag.  
 
Maria and Helen had a lovely Saturday afternoon 

creating nineteen breast cushions at Maria’s home 
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during August.  I bet cups of tea and lots of 
chatter also took place. Thank you, Catherine, for 

updating the brochures that go out with these and 
to those members who delivered them to the 
appropriate places for us. The ladies also 

replenished toilet bags and these have been taken 
to Berry Street. 
 

Our guest speaker for our September Dinner is 
local solicitor Dianne Hadden who will speak 
about her experiences in Timor Leste. 

 
To celebrate our 41st Birthday in October, we will 
be recognizing three Ballarat Women who have 

contributed to the improvement of lives of women 
and girls across the broader Australian community 
over the past 100 years and currently.  This year 

the date actually falls on the 24th October, which 
not only is our Charter date but also United 

Nations Day. 
 
Our club’s recognition of the Zonta Centenary will 

take place on November 10th, the Board would 
like you to join us to celebrate Zonta’s 100th year 
with a “Picnic in the Park” at the Sensory Garden.  

A generous donation from Virginia Sarah has 
enabled us to purchase a name plate for one 
garden seat recognizing our 40th Birthday and the 

club has purchased one to go on the 
accompanying seat to recognize Zonta’s 100 
years of service to the community, so bring along 

a plate to share and a chair; time to be advised.  
 
Alison is once again in the process of putting a 

roster together for the selling of raffle tickets. 
Please let her know if you are able to assist. 

 
Take care 
 

Donna. 
____________________ 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Rotary Community Raffle 
 

We are now in receipt of tickets for this year’s 

Rotary Raffle and books will be available at the 
September dinner meeting.  It would be great if 

Members could possibly take a few books to sell 
to family, friends & contacts please.  If you are 
unable to attend the meeting and would like 

some raffle tickets dropped off to you, please 
contact me directly.  
 

 
 

Sharelle Knight and Alison Round selling tickets last year 
 

The tickets as before, are priced at $2 each (10 

in each book) of which 80% of the value goes to 
Zonta. Therefore, for each book sold, $16 goes 
to Zonta projects, with the balance going back to 

Rotary. 
The fabulous prizes this year are: -  
1st Prize Mazda CX-5 Maxx H Auto - Valued at 

$36,880 ORC and 2nd Prize Mazda 2P 6 Auto 
Hatch Neo - Valued at $21,188 ORC 

The raffle will be drawn on Sunday 9th February 
2020 at Ballarat Showgrounds at 12.30 pm.  
 

We have been allotted the following dates to sell 

raffle tickets with the car.  They are Saturday 7th 
December 2019 in the Bridge Mall, to be 

confirmed.  Saturday 21st December 2019 
outside BIG W, to be confirmed and Saturday 1st 
February 2020, venue to be confirmed.  
 

At the dinner meeting, I will be filling in the time 
schedule for these days.  This is a good 

fundraiser for the Club, so if at all possible, 
please offer a couple of hours of your time to 
assist.   
 

Many thanks 
Alison Round 0468 407 611 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

TO  
CAROLINE NOLAN 

FOR 27TH SEPTEMBER 

HAVE A WONDERFUL DAY! 
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ZONTA AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE 
Zontians from Districts 16 (New Zealand) 

and Districts 22,23 and 24 (Australia) 
came together from 6-8 September 2019 

at the Brisbane Entertainment and 
Convention Centre. 

Our Representatives were Area 4 Director 

Catherine Taylor, Delegate Maureen Menhennet 
and Director Val Sarah 

 

A report of Social Activities 
 

THE OPENING CEREMONY 
 

Over 800 Zontians and guests were present in the 
Plaza Terrace Room for the Opening Ceremony on 
Friday afternoon, to enjoy the Welcome to 

Country by Songwoman Maroochy Barambah, 
Elder and Law-woman of the Turrbal People, 

direct descendant of Daki Yakka, Chief of the Old 
Brisbane tribe.   
 

 
 

Songwoman Maroochy Barambah 
 

A lively performance by a troupe from New 
Zealand which included the traditional Haka 

preceded the colourful Flag Parade and the 
anthems of Australia (the host nation), Germany 
(in honour of our International Board 

Representative, President Susanne von 
Bassewitz) and New Zealand.    
 

We were very proud to see our own Catherine 
Taylor carrying the flag of Victoria with Di Hillman.    
 

 
 

A traditional Maori welcome being performed  
 

Keynote Speaker Dame Therese Walsh DNZM 
from New Zealand kept us admiring and amused 
as she chatted easily about her path to success 

(Chairman of Air New Zealand amongst a number 
of other high-profile Board positions), to conclude 

an impressive Opening Ceremony.    
 

A Cocktail Reception in the Plaza Ballroom hosted 
by Cintra Amos with delicious canapes and drinks 

was the perfect way to relax us all after a very 
tightly-scheduled day of District business. 
 

THE GALA DINNER 
 

Hosted by Ans van Erp, immediate past Governor 

of District 22, this event in the Plaza Ballroom on 
Saturday evening was also a celebration of 
Zonta’s 100th Anniversary.    Sponsored by Calmar 

Corps with a moving address by its Founder Maria 
Calibo-Sales, it will be remembered for fine food 
and fabulous entertainment by Queensland’s 

renowned vocalist Nicky Steel.    “YMCA” will long 
be remembered as a highlight of the night! 
 

ZONTA DOWN UNDER AND 
ACROSS THE DITCH 

 

The entire Conference was beautifully planned 
and executed, strongly supported by the 
Queensland Government.  The atmosphere was 

convivial and so much fun that we are all asking 
when we can do it again – certainly not waiting 
for another 30 years!     
 

VAL SARAH 
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District 23 Conference Report 

By Catherine Taylor 
 

Conference, for me, began when I arrived with 
other District 23 Board Members on Wednesday.  
We all enjoyed a wonderful dinner at The Jetty, 

organised by Area 1 Director, Di Hillman. 
 

 
 

District 23 Board Members, from left is Treasurer Lyn Symons, 
Area 2 Director Erony Edwards, Area 5 Director  

Georgie Hutchinson, Lieutenant Governor Sandra Burns, Chair of 
the Nominating Committee Beryl McMillan, Area 1 Director  

Di Hillman, Secretary Debbie Schmidt and  
Area 4 Director Catherine Taylor.   

Not present was Vice Area 2 Director Lynda A’Bear  

On Thursday our District 23 Board Meeting was 
held.  Unfortunately, our District 23 Governor, 

Jane Adornetto, had an accident at Melbourne 
Airport, resulting in her being hospitalised and 
requiring surgery, thankfully now, she is on the 

mend.  Our Lieutenant Governor, Sandra Burns, 
stepped in and did a magnificent job during our 
Board Meeting and during Conference.    

 
Much was discussed and Sandra welcomed Zonta 
International President Susanne von Bassewitz, 

who joined us for two hours in the afternoon.  She 
asked Board members questions and discussed a 
variety of matters, listening and taking notes.  We 

showed her the new District 23 brochure and 
discussed the colours, asking if we could keep the 
blue colour, synonymous with our Centenary and 

she suggested that we put forward a motion at 
our District Meeting the following day, and this 

resolution was subsequently passed.  It was a 
wonderful opportunity to get her thoughts on 
many matters. 

 
On completion of our Board Meeting, all four 
District Boards 16, 22, 23 and 24 got together at 

the end of the day. 
 
That evening, Maureen Menhennet and I went for 

a walk along the restaurant strip where all the 
trees on one side of the street were lit up.   
Maureen found a beautiful place to eat and we 

met some District 23 Zontians.  
 

 
 

This street view was magical! 
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On Friday, and the first day of Conference, all 
Districts held their own Business Sessions.  

District 23 started the day at 7.30 a.m. with 
Registration and Credentials.  There was the 
Welcome by District 23 Conference Chair, Erica 

Majba and roll call of clubs, with members 
standing when their club name was called.   
 

 
 
District 23 Conference Chair, Erica Majba, did a magnificent job 

given she didn’t have her voice the day before. 
 

Then came Standing Rules, Rules of Procedure for 
Voting and the Nominating Committee presented 

the Slate of Candidates with the candidates then 
making their speeches.   
 

The Zonta International Foundation Ambassador, 
Margaret Lynch, explained what the Foundation is 

about and how necessary it is to raise funds for 
ZI projects, telling members they could make a 
donation at the ZIF stall in the Marketplace.  

 

 
 

District 23 Zonta International Foundation Ambassador,  
Margaret Lynch, explaining the different funds and how they 

work together 

 
Meet the candidates took place over morning tea.      

Lieutenant Governor, Sandra Burns, presented 
Governor Jane Adornetto’s Report, followed by 

the Strategic Plan 2020 – 2022, the Treasurer’s 
Report, Bylaws and Resolutions, Ongoing Service 
Projects and Proposed District 23 Project.   

 

 
 

Right is Lieutenant Governor Sandra Burns during one of  
 the Business Sessions 

 
At lunch, I found a seat at one of the tables in the 
Marketplace, where I met a beautiful lady, Ingrid 

Hilario from Bunbury, who was selling perfume 
atomisers.  Ingrid and her sister fund The She 
Shines Memorial Association Australia Inc, which 

is dedicated to helping girls in western Kenya 
achieve their goals by providing access to the 
basic things needed to perform well at school. 

 

 
 

Ingrid Hilario from Bunbury 
 

Zonta International President, Susanne von 
Bassewitz, addressed members after lunch, then 
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Lt Governor Sandra gave her Membership Report, 
followed by the PR Awards and The Governor’s 

Award – Heide Taylor Honour Roll.   
 

 
 
Lt Governor Sandra Burns, at the lectern, calling out the names 

of recipients of Length of Service Badges, with PIP Val Sarah and 
District 23 Treasurer, Lyn Symons, ready to hand them out 

 

The District 23 Centennial Award Recipient was 
announced and Natasha Stott Despoja OA, was 
our winner.  Natasha has done a power of work 

in the Domestic Violence field and is the founding 
Chair of the Board of Our Watch, the national 
foundation to prevent violence against women 

and their children, among her many 
accomplishments.   
 

Then the Service and Advocacy Awards were 
announced. 
 

 
 

District 23 Service Committee Chair Jasmine Koch  
announcing these awards 

 
The venue for our next District 23 Conference is 

Bendigo and Conference 2021 will be held from 
the 10th – 12th September. 

The newly elected members of the next District 
23 Board 2020 - 2022 were elected, with Lt 

Governor, Sandra Burns, our next Governor-elect, 
Kay Stewart our Lt Governor-elect, Treasurer Lyn 
Symons, Area 1 Director elect, Trish McLean and 

Area 4 Director elect, Eloise Forbes, representing 
Victoria.  The new Board will commence their 
duties after Convention in July 2020.   

 
Our Business Sessions were completed at 3 p.m. 
before we were joined by Districts 16, 22 and 24 

for the opening ceremony. 
 
The Flag Ceremony is always very moving with 

flags representing all States and Territories of 
Australia, New Zealand, Zonta International, 
United Nations, Germany, Aboriginal, Torres 

Strait Islands, and Queensland Z and Golden Z 
clubs were placed on the stage.  It was an honour 

and privilege for me to assist Area 1 Director, Di 
Hillman, carry the Victorian flag with other Area 
Directors carrying their State and Territory flag 

during the opening ceremony.   
 

 
 

Songwoman Maroochy Barambah 
Elder, Songwoman and Law-Woman of the Turrbal People 

 

There was a spectacular Welcome to Country by 
Songwoman Maroochy Barambah and a 
traditional Maori welcome including the Haka, 

followed by the national anthem of Australia, sung 
by Loreto College Junior Choir and the national 
anthems of New Zealand and Germany sung by 

Nikky Steele, who has the most beautiful voice. 
 
The keynote speaker was Dame Therese Walsh 

DNZM, current Chairman of TVNZ Ltd, Chairman 
of Air New Zealand and a string of other business 
achievements.  She is also Ambassador for the 

Wellington Homeless Women’s Trust and 
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convenor of the Bold Steps Conference series 
aimed at supporting women to achieve their full 

potential.  She was wonderful and very witty. 
 
Dame Therese and District 16 Governor, Souella 

Cumming, both started their working careers at 
KPMG in New Zealand and there was this 
continual rivalry running through Dame Therese’s 

speech.  They even wore the same dress – Dame 
Therese during her address and Governor Souella 
to the Gala Dinner the following evening, with 

Souella asking who wore it best?  Later, she 
announced the vote was 50/50! 
 

 
 
 

Keynote speaker Dame Therese Walsh receiving a thank you  
 Gift from District 16 Governor, Souella Cumming 

 

This was followed by the Cocktail Party, and it was 

a great opportunity to speak with Zontians from 
both countries. 
 

Saturday began with an interview with Dame 

Quentin Bryce AD CVO, who spoke about her time 
writing her report into domestic violence, titled 

Not Now, Not Ever, which was commissioned by 
the then Queensland Premier Campbell Newman.  
She said the Government adopted all the 

recommendations from her report.  One of these 
was establishing an Implementation Strategy and 
keeping the Government accountable.  She said 

she still has grave concerns given the figures each 
day, are, 246 reports of domestic violence and 75 
domestic violence orders are handed out.  

Another of her recommendations was to set up 
Specialist Courts to deal only with domestic 
violence and this has worked very well.      

 
 

Dame Quentin Bryce AD, CVO 
 

She also told a story about a farmer from Ballarat, 
who saw her being interviewed on Kerry O’Brien’s 

program and he wrote to tell her he didn’t think 
much of her.  She wrote back and they became 
firm correspondents.  When she visited Ballarat in 

her role as Governor-General of Australia, she 
visited his farm and all nine of his grandsons were 
dressed in suits and waving Australian flags. 
 

Dame Quentin is very proud of the fact that she 
answered every letter from her time as Governor 

General and has just published a book, titled Dear 
Quentin: letters of a Governor-General. 
 

Zonta International President and CEO, Susanne 
von Bassewitz, spoke about Membership in Zonta 
and how Zonta needs to keep pace to meet future 

needs of members and her rewarding work on ZI 
Projects.  In 2012, she developed the global 
campaign Zonta Says No to Violence Against 

Women Campaign.  She was very warm and it 
was wonderful she could attend Conference.   
 

 
 

Zonta International President Susanne von Bassewitz 
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Next came our own Val Sarah, discussing the 
benefits of the Centennial Anniversary 

Endowment Campaign.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful, 
if, by giving a donation to this great campaign, it 
meant funding Zonta’s projects in perpetuity? 
 

Concurrent workshops took place, with Val 
attending Advocacy, Maureen attending 

Membership and I attended PR & Social Media, no 
doubt, we will hear more about these topics at out 
next dinner meeting. 

 

 
 
Delegate Maureen Menhennet, Area 4 Director Catherine Taylor 

and Past International President Val Sarah 

 
At lunchtime, I was on duty representing District 
23 at the Registration Desk.  This meant 

answering questions about where things were 
and helping people, which was great fun. 
 

Professor Megan Davis is Pro Vice-Chancellor 
Indigenous UNSW and a Professor of Law, UNSW 
Law.  She spoke about the struggles the 

Aborigines have had and are having in their battle 
on constitutional reform. 
 

Dr. Airlie Chapman gave the Amelia Earhart 
Fellow address and has twice received this 
Fellowship.  She is a strong advocate for STEM 

education with a special interest in under-
represented groups such as women and students 
in rural and remote areas.  She spoke about 

space, multi copters and cooperative robotics and 
established the Flight Centre at Melbourne 
University.  She discussed bridging the Gender 

Divide and did you know, mobile phones are 
designed with the size of a man’s hand in mind, 

seat belts are designed for men and not women, 
so we still have a long way to go. 
 

At afternoon tea, I was on the District 23 table at 
the Marketplace, supposedly selling Zonta badges 

and other District 23 merchandise, however, Trish 
McLean had everything under control and the only 
constructive thing I did was get her a coffee. 
 

Next, came a panel discussion on Ending Child 
Marriage with ZI President Susanne giving a 

presentation.    
 
Then came the Gala Dinner with everyone 

dressed in their finery!  It was a wonderful night 
with great food and great company.    
 

 
 

From left Catherine, Maureen, Lyn, Debbie, Di,  
Georgie, Erony and Karen Groves 

  

 
 

This was dessert! 
 

Sunday began with the Ceremony of 

Remembrance, which was very moving!  Forty 
Zontians were remembered and as their names 
were called out, their name, picture and their 

work in Zonta appeared on a large screen, as I 
said, this was very moving and inspirational. 
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Professor Lisa Harvey-Smith is the Australian 
Government’s Women in STEM Ambassador and 

a Professor of Practice in Science Communications 
at UNSW Sydney.  Lisa works on gender equity 
issues across all STEM disciplines, making the 

case for change and promoting the visibility of 
women in STEM on a national scale. 
 

Young Women Speak Out, this was introduced by 
the Honourable Di Farmer, MP, Queensland 
Minister for Women.  Did you know in Queensland 

50% of members of parliament and 50% of 
councillors on the Brisbane City Council are 
women, food for thought here in Victoria!  The 

facilitator for Young Women Speak Out was Sarah 
Newman, a civil and environmental engineer and 
in 2012, she was an International Recipient of the 

YWPA Award.  Sarah interviewed the District 
winners of the YWPA Award for 2018; District 16 

was Sara Khatua, District 22 was Madison 
Birchnell, District 23 was Hibra Shujaat and 
District 24 was Jorga Attard, they spoke about 

gender equality and projects they are passionate 
about in their communities. 
 

Emma Beale, who is the 2018 Zonta International 
Jane M Klausman Recipient, is in her third year of 
study in the Bachelor of Advanced Finance and 

Economics (Honours) program at the University of 
Queensland.  She hopes that the skills she learns 
at university will help her to one day aid economic 

growth and development in impoverished and 
oppressed nations, a passion she has held since 
spending time living in orphanages and refugee 

camps on the Thai-Burma border. 
 

Throughout Conference, presentations were 
made to Past International Presidents, and our 
own Val Sarah was one of these stars.  Other PIP’s 

were Leneen Forde who was ZI President from 
1990-1992, Val was ZI President from 1998-2000, 
Mary Magee was ZI President from 2000-2002 

and Lynn McKenzie from New Zealand was ZI 
President from 2012-2014  
 

The Centennial Anniversary Awards were given 
out with Julia Gillard being Australia’s recipient 
and Marilyn Waring receiving the award for New 

Zealand. 
 

Then ZI President Suzanne invited everyone to 
attend Convention in Chicago in July 2020, which 

should be an amazing event. 
 

 
 

ZI President Susanne inviting members to join her in Chicago 
 

Conference 2019 with all four Districts together 

was an amazing experience, it was wonderful ZI 
President Suzanne could attend, all speakers were 
excellent and it ran like clockwork.  Thank you to 

everyone involved in organising this event, I 
expect there was a cast of thousands.  District 23 
Governor, Jane Adornetto, was mentioned many 

times throughout Conference and we were all 
thinking of her.  I understand over $27,000 was 

raised for ZIF, a mammoth effort which hopefully, 
made Margaret Lynch happy! 
 

 
 

Left is District 24 Governor Sharyl Scott, District 16 Governor 
Souella Cumming, District 22 Governor Sandy Venn-Brown and 
District 23 Lieutenant Governor Sandra Burns, who stood in for 

Governor Jane Adornetto and  
Combined Conference Coordinator Naomi Reschke  

 

An awesome event, exciting and busy! 
 

Conference concluded with Nikky Steele singing a 

beautiful song.   
 

Later that afternoon, District 23 Board members 

met the incoming Board for 2020 – 2022, which 
was lovely.  
 

Catherine Taylor 
Photos were taken by Maureen Menhennet,  

Debbie Schmidt and Catherine Taylor 
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BREAST CUSHIONS and  
TOILETRY BAGS 

 
During the month, Maria Sozanski and I packed 
19 Breast Cushions and delivered them to St John 

of God Hospital and BRICC for men and women 
to use following surgery for breast cancer.  
 

 
 

Helen Eyres with the Toiletry bags 
 

Also, Berry Street were very grateful to receive 40 

toiletry bags to assist women and children who 
leave their homes suddenly because of domestic 
violence.  
 

Thank you again to everyone for your generous 
donations of toiletries for the bags and especially 
Maureen Menhennet for proactively sourcing 

donations for our project.  But it is now time to 
start gathering items again for next year’s 

assembly.  We need face washers, combs, tooth 
paste and tooth brushes, body wash and lotion, 
hair shampoo and hair conditioner, soap and 

tissues.  Any donations of these goods would be 
great! 
 

Maria Sozanski and Helen Eyres 
 

Diary Dates 
 
26th September Dinner Meeting 
6th October ZC Kyneton’s 25th Birthday 
10th October Board Meeting 

19th October Birthing Kit Assembly 
Afternoon at Ballarat Grammar 

24th October  41st Birthday Celebration 

Dinner 
8th November Zonta’s 100th Anniversary 

Founders’ Day 

10th November Picnic in the Park, Sensory 
Garden, Ballarat Botanical 
Gardens 

14th November  Board Meeting 
25th November International Day for the 

Elimination of Violence 
Towards Women and start of 

16 Days of Activism Against 
gender-based Violence 

28th November  Dinner Meeting 

 

____________________ 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Event - Birthing Kit Assembly 
 

When – Saturday 19th October 2019. 
 

Where – Ballarat Grammar, 
     Forest Street Ballarat 

 

Time -1.00 pm until approx. 3.00pm 
 

Activity - We will be preparing 200 Birthing 

Kits 
 
Light refreshments will be served – If each 

club member could bring a small platter it 
would be appreciate. 

Senior Boarding House girls will be assisting 

us – a great way to start building community 
relationship within our city. 

 
If you have any queries please 

call Donna on 0408519793 
 

 


